
ILLINOIS AND MICHIGAN CANAL LOCKS AND TOWPATH
Channahon State Park, 7 miles southwest of Joliet
Begun in 1836 and completed in 1848, this canal linked Chicago to the Mississippi River and
propelled the city into a position of commercial and industrial supremacy in the Midwest.
Commercial use of the canal ended in the 1930s, but portions of it have been preserved and
recognized by the establishment of the Illinois and Michigan Canal National Heritage Corridor.
 


